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THE MISSIONARY A WITNESS FOR CHRIST. 








“(Go home to thy friends and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee." —-MARK 5 : 19. 








Two things concerning Christ are incidentally suggested by the 
text, which ought not to be overlooked. Ilome seems to have been 
as dear to the Saviour as to us. Most of his earthly life was spent 
with Joseph and Mary in their humble home at Nazareth. Hum- 
ble it must have been, for they were poor; and holy it must also 
have been, for they were pious. Joseph and Mary were “ both 
righteous before God, walking in all the ordinances and com- 
mandments of the Lord blameless.” There was an altar in that 
house, and the morning incense, and the evening oblation. No 
outward sign Suttnapided it from the other houses in Nazareth. 
No cloud hovering above, no angel standing by the door. We 
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must pass the threshold, join the little circle, and tarry until the 
dawn, if we would know what makes the place so dear to Jesus. 
We think he tarried there so many years, because that earthly 
home was more like the heaven which he had just left than any 
other spot. 

And if we need further proof that home was as dear to Jesus as 
to us—that he was not indifferent to its sweet attractions—we 
have only to recollect that about the last thing he did, and that, 
too, on the cross, and in his agony, was to provide a home for his 
mother. “ When Jesus, therefore, saw his mother, and the dis- 
ciple standing by whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Wo- 
man, behold thy son; then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy 
mother. And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own 
home.” Let me remind you, before leaving this thought, for we 
shall have it in mind during the discourse, that home is an expan- 
sive word. It may be so expanded as to include the community 
in which we dwell, and so expanded still further, as to include 
our country, our dear fatherland. It is only extending the walls, 
throwing up a higher and broader roof, and spreading a little 
larger table. 

The other thing incidentally suggested by the text, is the fact 
that our Lord owned and honored all the lawful relations of life. 
Ile honored these relations directly by assuming and fulfilling 
them. He became a son, and as such he was subject to his 
parents. Ile consented to be a citizen, and as such paid tribute 
to Caesar—fulfilled all righteousness. And if a man would know 
whether patriotism is a virtue, and to be commended, let him 
think how Jesus loved Judea, and never left it—how his heart 
went out after the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and how he 
wept over Jerusalem when he could not save it. No man can be 
like Jesus, and not love his country. And so he ¢ndirectly honored 
the relations of life. He honored them when he gave the son of 
the widow of Nain back to his mother; and he honored them 
when he sent this man, who had his dwelling among the tombs, 
to his home and his friends. This fact is very distinctly brought 
out by the Evangelist, and no man should pass it with a careless 
glance. ‘And when he (Christ) was come into the ship, he that 
had been possessed with the devil, prayed him that he might be 
with him.” But this was a request which even Jesus could not 
grant. ‘ Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go 
home to thy friends and tell them how great things the Lord hath 
done for thee.” The devil had taken this man away from home, 
had compelled him to leave his own, and have his dwelling 
among the tombs. And the Saviour sent him back—commanded 
him to take up his duties just where he left off, and show that he 
was no longer possessed, by fulfilling those relations which God 
hath ordained, and he voluntarily assumed. It is the devil who 
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takes a man from home, and Christ who sends him back. These 
men who can not live with their wives, these wives who can not 
tarry with their husbands, these fathers and mothers who have 
cast their own children out of their hearts—we know by whom 
they are possessed. ‘ Let no one think,” says the great Reformer, 
“ that the devil is dead, for as he that keepeth Israel, so he that 
hateth Israel, neither slumbers nor sleeps.” Let me ask you to 
notice here, that this man seems to have understood as well as 
you and I, that home is an expansive word. He put a liberal 
construction on the Saviour’s command. He did not consider 
himself as bound never to pass his own door-sill, nor cross the 
confines of his native town. As all throughout the region had 
seen him among the tombs, so all should see him clothed in his 
right mind—nothing but meekness, and gentleness, and love—the 
tears falling faster than two hands could wipe them away. ‘ And 
he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis, how great things 
Jesus had done for him, and all men did marvel.” We shall see, 
before we close, why they marveled, why his story created such a 
sensation, and filled every heart with wonder, if nothing more. 

As I am to speak this evening of Christ, I could not refrain 
from alluding to these two things incidentally suggested by the 
text; and now I will call your attention to some things which 
have a more intimate relation to the Saviour’s words. What I 
have to say will be in the following order. Christ is ready to do 
all for his disciples which he consistently can do. Christians are 
bound to tell all which Christ has done for them. Christians 
should seck to know more of Christ, that they may have more to tell. 
The reason why Christ does no more for many of his disciples. If 
Christians had more to tell of their Master’s wonderful works on 
them, and were more faithful in telling it, our country would 
sooner be brought to Christ. It is the work of the American Home 
Missionary Society to send forth men to tell what great things the 
Lord hath done for them. The men sent forth and sustained by 
this Society, of all men have most to tell. 

Let me say, in the outset, that in this discussion I include the 
whole work of Christ, his objective as well as subjective work. 

3efore the Lord touched your heart, or mine, he laid aside his 
glory, took on him the form of a servant, and became obedient 
unto death. His humiliation, and death, and resurrection, and 
ascension preceded our peace. And yet while the whole work of 
Christ is included, I have special reference to his work in us. 

1. We were to show in the first place, that Christ is ready to do 
all for his people that he consistently can do. 

That Christ is ab/e to do great things tor his people, exceeding 
“abundantly above all that we ask or think,” we can not den 
without taking the crown from his head. Who shall limit his 
power, who “stretched the north over the empty place and hung 
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the world upon nothing”? And that Christ is inclined to use this 
great power in behalf of his people, is evident enough, from what 
he has already done—done for them. We send the doubter to 
Bethlehem, or Gethsemane, to the judgment-hall, to Calvary, and 
to the sepulcher in the garden. He who left a throne, and such 
a throne, and endured all this for his disciples, is there any thing 
that he will not do for them—do for them unless their unbelief 
interpose a barrier? And if the man has been to the manger, 
and the cross, and the tomb, and come away a doubter still, then 
we would remind him of the relations which Christ’s people sus- 
tain to their Lord; and ask him whether in these he can not find 
more evidence than even he may need? We are Christ’s sheep 
—will not a man do all that he can for his sheep? We are 
Christ’s friends—will not a man do all that he can for his friends? 
We are Christ’s brethren—will not a man do all that he can for 
his brethren? We are Christ’s body—will not a man do all that 
he can for his body? Would we have, with his own consent, a 
halting limb, or a withered arm, or a blemished eye—willingly 
wear a deformity through life? Beloved in the Lord, we will 
not tarry here; we will take it for granted that Christ is ready to 
do all for his people that he consistently can do, that, if they 
are ever straitened or stinted, we must not look to the right hand 
of the Father for the reason. The last thing to impeach is that 
heart which the spear pierced, and from which the water and the 
blood flowed forth. We pass to show, 

' 2. That Christians are bound to tell all that Christ has done for 
them. 

And here some may remind me of the leper, who met Jesus as 
he came down from the mount. This leper is a favorite character 
with the silent disciple, and must not be passed unnoticed. “ And 
behold there came a leper and worshiped him, saying, Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And Jesus put forth his 
hand, and touched him, saying, I will, be thou clean ; and imme- 
diately his leprosy was cleansed ; and Jesus saith unto him, See 
thou tell no man; but go thy way, show thyself unto the priest, 
and offer the gift that | me. commanded for a testimony unto 
them.” And what do I learn from this—what, but that a man is 
bound to tell what Christ has done for him, unless Christ him- 
self forbids? Ifa man has received a positive prohibition, a Thou 
shalt not, then let him hold his peace ; then let him pass among 
the multitude with a silent tongue, as if before he met Jesus, he 
were not a tainted thing whom no man would touch, not daring 
to enter his own house, or put his hand on the head of his own 
child. Besides this, we know that the Saviour then had a reason 
for commanding silence which he can not have now. A premature 
publication of his wonderful works, would have hastened the end ; 
and he was not ready for the end. He had much to say and do 
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before he reached Calvary. The leper can not help the silent be- 
liever. He must go in another direction to find an excuse for 
silence ; and whither to go I can not say. 

The rulers of the people thought it very unbecoming in the 
apostles to tell what the Lord had done for them. They tried to 
silence them, aud might as well have tried to silence the sea or the 
sky. ‘ And they called them, and commanded them not to speak 
at all, nor teach in the name of Jesus, But Peter and John an- 
swered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of 
God, to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we 
can not but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 
This was Peter’s reason for speaking; he could not help it. It 
was just as natural and almost as necessary for him to speak as 
for the sea or the sky to utter their voice. Had the Messiah lived 
and died and risen again—had the desire of all nations come and 
finished his work, and returned to the Father, and could they keep 
it all to themselves ? 

There was a time, brother, when you had something to say for 
Christ. Will you ever forget that morning when you awoke with 
a new hope in your heart, and a new song in your mouth? “Old 
things have passed away, behold all things have become new.” 
What a bright day it was! Your heart was so full of joy and 
joyful anticipations, that if an angel had appeared suddenly by 
your side, you would hardly have been surprised; and had the 
firmament parted, and through the broken sky you had seen the 
land which is very far off, it would have seemed quite natural. You 
were looking for something great. When you went abroad into 
the city, you thought that all the bells ought to be ringing, that 
all the children ought to be out with palm branches in their 
hands, and that every man should be spreading his garment in the 
way ; for you felt, oh! you felt that the Son of David had come. 
And the next Sabbath as you went to the house of God, your 
mother leaning on your arm; she so happy, and you so happy ; 
it seemed as if the very stones were singing under your feet. 
Then you could not hold your peace; then you must speak. 
Nothing but a command—a command from God, and that straight ° 
and clear as the light—could have sealed your mouth. And if 
your heart—will you allow me, in all kindness, to say it?—if your 
heart were as full of love now as then, you would not ask me to 
prove that a man should tell what great things the Lord hath 
done for him. And if any one heal forbid, you would answer 
with Peter before the Sanhedrim, “ I can not but speak the things 
which I have seen and heard ;” or with Luther before the Diet at 
Worms: “ Here I stand, I can not do otherwise. God help me. 
Amen.” For one, if I had no tongue, I would talk with my fin- 
gers; andif I had no fingers, 1 would manage to make my fea- 
tures, inexpressive as they may be, say something for Christ. 
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3. Christians should seek to know more of Christ, that is, more 
experimentally, that they may have more to tell. 

It is enough to state this proposition ; it carries its own evidence, 
and no man who believes that the love of Christ is worth knowing 
and worth telling, will question it. It is important that, just here, 
I should drop a word of caution. There is a wide difference be- 
tween seeking for ourselves and secking for others—between 
gathering to hoard, and gathering to give; and Christ’s disciples 
oftentimes make the sad mistake of seeking for themselves, and 
gathering to hoard. They would have more faith, more love, 
more peace, more joy, a brighter hope and a stronger assurance, 
aud have them to keep, not to impart. It is not of the multitude 
passing by their door, on the ~ to death, nor of the world lying 
in the wicked one, that they think. They are engrossed with 
their own doubts, and fears, and forebodings. They would be 
delivered—they would be comforted and arrive at the last station 
on the celestial highway ahead of time. And this is one reason— 
we shall look at another in a moment—why Christ does so little 
for them. They seek grace just as the miser seeks gold, the one 
to put it in his chest, and the other to hide it in his heart. 

And as we are urging you here to know more of Christ, that 
you may have more to tell, perhaps this is the place to say, that a 
man never speaks so effectively as when he speaks from experi- 
ence. When the demoniac told his story, they all marveled, be- 
cause it was his story. This is the man who dwelt among the 
tombs; this the man whom no chains could bind; this the man 
whose frantic wail “awoke the echoes of the mountain, and 
startled the fishermen in their lonely night-watch on the sea.” 
Yes, [am the man; and among the tombs, and with the dead, 
_ _ as ever I should have been, had I not met the Son of 

avid. 

Yes, they all marveled, for this was the demoniac himself, and 
he told his own story. Would you convince me that Christ can 
heal, bring hither the man‘who had a withered hand, a hand that, 
before he met Jesus, could not lift to the mouth the food which 
the other hand earned. Would you convince me that Christ can 
open the eyes of the blind, bring hither Bartimeus who sat by the 
er begging ; let me look on the eyeballs that had searched 
so long for the light, and would have been searching still, had not 
some good friend said: Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. Would you 
convince me that Christ can raise the dead, bring hither the man 
who had been in the grave four days; let me see the head that was 
bound about with a napkin, and hear the tongue that could not 
answer a sister’s call; and, oh! would you convince me that Christ 
can do a still greater work—that he can raise such as are dead in 
trespasses and sins—that he can open the sepulcher of the soul and 
awake it to newness of life--find some man who has heard the 
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life-giving call—some man who has laid aside his grave-clothes, 
and come forth. Conduct me into the prison-house, and let me 
see Manasseh—lead me through the street called Straight, into the 
house of Judas, and let me see Saul. We want the man who can 
show his broken fetters, who can point to his discarded burden, 
and let us look into his empty sepulcher. 

Perhaps we should not leave this part of our subject without 
guarding against another misapprehension. We are sation with 
men, not to tell what they have done for Christ, but what Christ 
hath done forthem. It is not what we have said, but he hath said 
—not what we have given, but he hath given—not what we have 
wrought, but he hath wrought. Pride prompts a man to speak of 
himself; gratitude and love urge him to speak of Christ, and it is 
to pawl h. and love that the Christian should give heed. 

4. Let us now look at the reason why Christ does no more for 
many of his disciples. 

It will not be denied, I think, that Christ does far more for some 
of his disciples than for others. Some of God’s children seem to 
have attained “unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ ;” they are full-grown men, can bear a man’s burden, and 
do a man’s work. These favored ones look down on the storm ; 
they have pitched their tent higher than the clouds can climb, 
and live on that sunny summit where the darkness and the light 
no more divide the day. Others of God’s children seem to be 
stunted from their birth. If they grew at all, it is so slowly as not 
to be perceptible to an ordinary eye. I have seen a child nearly 
twenty years old, in a cradle; and I have seen a Christian who 
numbered as many years of the new life, in a cradle. He never 
leaves the cradle, eating only as he is fed, and sleeping only as he 
is rocked—living for no purpose, unless it be that others may have 
something to do—cradle Christians—the Church of God is full of 
them. Now whence this difference ? Why do some receive so 
much more than others? The chief reason—not by any means 
the only one—but the chief reason is, that we do not make an 
honest surrender of ourselves and ours to the Lord; and are not 
willing to be brought into those exigencies where alone he can do 
great things for us. Are we in his hands as the clay in the hands 
of the potter? Can he make any thing of us that he pleases? The 
clay never resists, never protests. He may make it a vessel unto 
honor or dishonor, and the clay interposes no objection. He may 
take the lump and form an article sacred as the urn which con- 
tains the ashes of the dead, or common as the bowl from which 
the poor man takes his mid-day meal, and the clay never asks 
why. ‘Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest 
thou?” Are we the clay? May he make us any thing that he 
pleases, and put us to any use that his glory demands? Perhaps 
an honest scrutiny would show that no one thing in our inventory, 
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is entirely at God’s disposal—no one thing, unless it should be 
“the torn, and the lame, and the sick.” Alas! some bring 
nothing to the altar except what the shamble rejects. If our self- 
surrender were sincere—if according to the motto on Calvin’s seal, 
we have “ given all to God—kept nothing for ourselves,” how is it 
that there is never a demand on God’s part without a struggle on 
ours? How is it that we shrink as if by asinful instinct, from 
every strait where the arm of the Lord might be made bare? 
And thus struggling, and thus shrinking, we still ask, Why hath 
not the Lord done greater things for at We want Joseph’s pa- 
tience, without going into the pit. We want Daniel’s faith, with- 
out entering the lions’ den. We want Paul’s joy, without passing 
into the inner prison. We want John’s raptures, without an exile 
in Patmos. We sigh for Abraham’s faith, pray for it, wonder that 
it is not given, when the voice and the vision of God could not 
bring us one step towards Moriah. We would have the waters 
part, without approaching the sea—eat the manna and drink of 
the water which comes from the rock, without entering the desegt, 
and feast on the clusters of Canaan, without foregoing the flesh- 
pots of Egypt. 

5. We areto show, in the next place, that of Christians had more 
to tell of the Saviour’s wonderful works in them, and were more 
faithful in telling it, ovr country would sooner be brought tv 
Christ. 

And we believe that this country is to be brought to Christ. 
We can not deny that there are many omens of evil, clouds in 
the sky, voices in the air, and sounds under our feet, which fore- 
tell any thing but peace. And yet we can also discover omens 
of good. If there are clouds in the firmament, there are also 
broader patches of clear sky ; and the sounds over head and under 
foot are not all portentous, God “has not forgotten to be gra- 
cious, nor hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies,” as this 
great awakening shows. ‘The altars are not all cold, nor the inter- 
cessors all dead, nor has the Shekinah departed from our sanctu- 
aries. Until the Lord shall forsake his own house, disown his own 
word, and deny his own child, until he refuses to hear, and for- 
bears to help, we will not despair for the republic, although the 
sun should become black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon wade 
in blood. We can not believe, that, in digging these channels, 
and constructing these roads—in redeeming these waste places, 
and founding these cities—in planting these institutions of learn- 
ing, and erecting these houses of mercy, and these houses of 
prayer, we have only been extending the dominion of sin—only 
been adding another province to the empire of Satan. Our fathers 
took possession of this land for God, and when they died left it to 
God; and will not God take care of his own? If Jonah is on 
board, Jonah must be cast into thesea. If Judas is in the com- 
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pany, Judas must go to his own place; and if the name of these 
traitors to truth, and these fugitives from God should be legion, 
yet our text will not suffer us to forget that there is One who can 
cast the legion out. Wedonot then despair for the republic. We 
can not believe that the loom of destiny is weaving our shroud. 
Others think that they can hear the sound of the shuttle, but we 
suspect it is only a ringing in their ears. . 

0 bring our country to Christ will involve much work, and 
many conflicts; blood may be shed, lives lost, and some win a 
martyr’s crown. But we have tried weapons and trusty allies— 
God is on our side, and legions of angels about our banner ; nay, 
the very stones of the field are in league with us, and the stars 
that fought against Sisera will not stand aloof from the battle. 
And, our country safe, the world is safe. Allured by our exam- 
ple, and guided by our light, people after people will join the 
smiling brotherhood of Christian nations,’ and swell the hosannas 
that welcome the returning King. 

Now if our country is to be brought to Christ, would not the 
work be sooner done if every disciple of our ascended Lord had 
more to tell, and were more faithful in telling it? Malachi, in 
speaking of the latter day, the day which ought to be here, says: 
“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and 
the Lord hearkened and heard.” It seems /e was interested in 
the conversation, and most deeply interested too, “for a book of 
remembrance was written before him, for them that feared the 
Lord and that thought upon his name.” Oh! if we spake often 
one to another—if we had more to tell, and told it—if our hearts 
were so full of the love of Christ that we could not hold our 
peace—if we went every where, like the scattered disciples, 
preaching the word—if every Christian man were, what every 
Christian man onght to be, aawitness for God, how much longer 
would that morning without clouds delay, or that chariot which is 
to bring the King, tarry? Oh! it is a sin and a shame—and you 
and I must come in for a share—that Christ has been kept so long 
out of his rightful possessions, arfd especially that he is not now 
the undisputed Lord of this favored, but faithless, and yet we 
hope, not forsaken land. 

6. We hasten to show, in the next place, that it is the work of the 
American Home Missionary Society, to send forth men to tell what 
great thinys the Lord hath done for them. 

They send forth men, and that is something not to be overlooked ; 
and not men merely, but men whom God has called, whom God 
has qualified, and who have spared no cost or pains, to fit them- 
selves for the work. 

I believe in the tract. Although but a leaf from the tree of life, 
yet it is from the tree of life, and must have healing virtue. But 
a man is better than a tract. I believe in a book, a good book; 
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for although it can not open itself, nor get into a man’s hand 
whether he will or no, yet it has its work to do, and does it well ; 
but a man is better than a book. And I believe in the book, the 
book which God gave, which he hangs as a light in my taberna- 
cle, and holds before my feet as I walk the highway ; but inas- 
much as there is more power in the spoken than the written word, 
I believe that a man with the Bible in his heart, and the Bible in 
his mouth, is the best edition of the book. Then I have great 
faith in the colporteur. I believe that the colporteur is one of our 

rand discoveries ; and that we shall have the millennium here 
the sooner, because he has harnessed himself so willingly to the 
chariot of the King. But an ordained minister of Christ—one 
who can baptize the children, bury the dead, spread the table of 
the Lord in the wilderness, and be a shepherd to the scattered 
sheep, must be better than a colporteur. 

And this Society sends forth these men to tell what great things 
the Lord hath done for them. They are not sent forth to preach 
denominational peculiarities, the things which keep us apart, and 
which never, since the “ tried stone, the precious stone on which 
all must build, was laid in Zion,” brought one sinner to Christ. 
They are not sent forth to run dividing lines and build separating 
walls—and build probably with stones stolen from another man’s 
foundation. They go to tell what the Lord hath done for them, 
and is ready to do for all who will believe on his name. They 
take the attitude of the first disciples: “ Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, we speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen.” 
The forgiveness on which they dwell is a forgiveness which they 
feel. The peace which they offer is a peace which they possess; 
and the joy of which they beg every man to partake, is a joy 
which came from God, and has made their hearts its earthly 
home. Oh! it is not so much Christ in the manger whom they 
preach, or Christ in the garden, or Christ on the cross, or Christ 
in the grave, or even Christ in glory, but Christ in them. And it 
is surprising what a sympathy such men as these seem to have 
with the Saviour. As a humble disciple of the Lord Jesus once 
said to me: “I have followed my Saviour all the way through. 
I have been with him every where.” Others read ee Jesus 
wrestled in the garden—they wrestie with him. Others read 
how he was set at naught at the judgment-seat—they are set at 
naught with him, put on the purple robe and wear the crown of 
thorns. Others read how Jesus was crucified—they are crucified 
with him. Others read how he was buried in the sepulcher which 
no mortal relics had profaned—they are buried with him. Others 
read how he rose again—they arise with him; with him endure 
the humiliation of the grave, and with him share the glory of the 
resurrection. 

We would not imply that these men do nothing but tell what 
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great things the Lord hath done for them. This is their chief, but 
not their sole mission. They have a hand and a heart for every 
good work, No opportunity is missed, no opening neglected. 
Never too disheartened to toil, nor too weary to pray, like the 
Lord they go from the multitude to the mountain, and then back 
again from the mountain to the multitude. They lay the founda- 
tions of society, and put in the braces which bind the superstruc- 
ture together. Nor is there a thing in the community which time 
ses = and God guard, that does not bear the imprint of their 
1ands. 

7. But this brings us to our last thought: the men sent forth 
anil sustained by this Society, of all men have most to tell. 

The Apostle to the Gentiles speaks of the Lord Jesus as the 
“finisher of our faith.” There is such a thing as a finished faith— 
a faith which never wavers, never hesitates; a faith which asks 
no questions, and seeks no supports ; a faith which looks the calm- 
est when the sky lowers, and walks the steadiest when the earth 
reels ; the faith of Noah when he laid down the keel of the ark; 
the faith of Abraham when he bound the unresisting victim to 
the wood; the faith of Jacob, when he wrestled all night with 
the angel and prevailed; the faith of Joshua, when he called on 
the sun and moon to stand still, and they obeyed; the faith of Eli- 


jah, when he raised the windows of heaven, and let the willing 


water come; the faith of our Lord Jesus, when he opened the 
door of the grave, and brought his friend Lazarus back. 

Faith, beloved in the Lord, is a strange plant. It does best in 
darkness, grows strongest in a chilly air and under a wintry sky, 
and never looks so fresh and green as when every thing beside is 
withering with the frost. Nothing like the vigor of an arctic win- 
ter for faith. It is the balmy air, the transparent atmosphere, the 
summer’s sun, that are most fatal to faith. This is the reason why 
the cup comes round so often to the believer, why he must take 
deeper draughts from the bitter bow], than his neighbor; this is 
the reason why he must be planted on the north side of the wall, 
in the shade and the cold, away from the sun. Faith requires a 
northern exposure. Long droughts, hard winters, and such skies 
as Paul found in the stormy Adriatic, when “neither sun nor stars 
appeared for many days,” these are the things which make faith 
thrive, which “finish” faith. 

Now, no men are so favorably situated for securing a finished 
faith as our Home Missionaries. They live, emphatically, on the 
north side of the wall. What hardships they undergo; what 
privations they endure—the wolf outside the door, and perhaps 
something more dreadful than the wolf within. Alas! is that the 
word to use? Alas! they must trust or die. And yet, and for 
this very reason, these are the men who know most of the loving- 
kindness, and the everlasting faithfulness of the Lord. Christ 
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always does most for those who do least for themselves. “ Who- 
soever shall seek to save his life, shall lose it ; and whosoever shall 
lose his life shall save it.” That is the law of the kingdom. 
Would we know what Christ is? I am afraid that many who call 
him Lord, do not know what he is. Would we know what Christ 
is, we must start for the West; we must press on to the outposts 
of civilization; we must enter that cabin, free alike to the rain, 
and the snow, and the wayfarer’s foot, and the angel’s wing, and 
find the man who has suffered most for the Master. He can tell 
you what Christ is. Perhaps he is on a bed of sickness ; perhaps 
he is watching by the side of his dying wife ; now feeling at the 
wrist if the pulse still beats; now bending down to the lips, if the 
lungs still heave. Perhaps he has just closed the eyes of his last 
child, and is kneeling down by the cold clay, to ask the Lord for 
a shroud and a coffin. Oh! how can he deny the dust so dear a 
decent burial? Brother, did you ever go to the mercy-seat on an 
errand like that? This man can tell you what Christ is. Oh! he 
can tell you what Christ is! Not an angel before the throne 
knows so much, it may be, of the Saviour, has tasted so much of 
his goodness, or gazed so often on his glory. Many a time has he 
left toil, and care, and sorrow behind, ascended ‘Tabor and seen 
the Lord transfigured. Such a man has been under my own roof; 
and it seemed better, even, than entertaining an angel—it was a 
little like a visit from the Lord himself. No, I am not going 
back to the past, nor speaking of the dead. Such men are now 
in the land; and that is one reason why the land is yet above the 
waters. 

And shall not these men be sustained—sustained whatever the 
cost? They ask only food and raiment, nothing more than the 
day-laborer’s wages, just enough to keep the lamp from going out. 
And shall they not be sustained? What could we do which would 
better please the Lord, who loves us all, and would more certainly 
secure his blessing? Nor let any say that it can not be done. 
Ifave we parted with our last luxury? Do we carry our whole 
wardrobe on our backs? lave we been brought to one meal a 
day? Have we nothing left but hope? Let us stand by these 
men of God so long as one undivided loaf remains. If we ne- 
glect them, if we suffer them to be brought into still greater 
straits, how can we meet that Judge who, although he was rich, 
yet for our sakes became poor—so rich and so poor that he had 
not where to lay the head, which, but for us, would never have 
needed a place to rest. 

And should we not also sustain that Society, which has sent 
these men forth, and, in our behalf, assumed the responsibility of 
their support? My interest in the American Home Missionary 
Society, is not of recent origin. Living, then, in this my native 
city, 1 may say that I was by when it was born. I knew it when 
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it wore its swaddling clothes; and a goodly child it was. I was 
present, I think, when for the first time, it celebrated its birthday ; 
and since, I have been more familiar than most persons with its 
operations. It has been my privilege, in various ways, to codper- 
ate with it; and my whole ministry has been spent in a region ot 
our country for which it has done great things. Western New- 
York, it is my heart-felt conviction, would never have been West- 
ern New-York, but for the American Home Missionary Society. 
This, I know, will in some quarters be regarded as questionable 
praise. Some associate nothing but evil with our name. And it 
can not be denied that, in more senses than one, we have a pro- 
lifie soil, a soil that abhors barrenness, as nature abhors a vacuum. 
It will bring forth. No one knows this better than the adversary. 
He hath sowed tares, and gathered, as every one who sows there 
does, a large increase. And many think that we grow nothin 
but tares. They overlook the wheat—the wheat, I mean, which 
goes to God’s garner. They forget the great Husbandman. We 
have schools in Western New-York, schools of the humbler and 
higher grades, and we have as many churches as schools. We 
have asylums and hospitals, homes for the friendless and homes for 
the fatherless. We have two colleges, two universities, and two 
theological seminaries—which it will be glory enough for the me- 
tropolis to excel; and we have one State prison, which we are 
enabled to keep full only by zmportation. Are there any churches 
in the land which, according to their ability, do more or give 
more than ours ?—any inden where there is so much activity, 
with so little extravagance, so much freedom of opinion, with so 
little error ?—churches which God has more significantly owned 
and honored? It is true, we believe, that any form of life is pre- - 
ferable to death, that the heart had better beat too fast than not beat 
at all, and we have no partiality for a religion laid out, no matter 
how fine the shroud or costly the coffin. That we have had things 
to lament and put away, we will not deny. We have experienced 
the evils incidental to new settlements, to society in its infancy. 
But we have outgrown these things. When we became men, we 
put away childish things ; and yet some will still upbraid us with 
the tottering, and stumbling, and occasional falls of our childhood. 
We wonder if our brethren, who are so dissatified with us, are 
themselves enjoying a millennial state? Instead of their stand- 
ing aloof and warning others to beware, let them come and see 
us. We give them acordial invitation, begging them only not to 
leave their eyes behind. A blind man will find nothing but dark- 
ness. There are some, estimable men too, that we never expect 
to convince. Nor could we convince them of error if they were 
pened to believe that our fertile valleys are salt plains, and our 
reautiful lakes dead seas; that nothing can grow in the one, or 
live in the other. 
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Now, as I believe in Western New-York, so do I believe in the 
Home Missionary Society; for this Society has done more than 
any other agency in making us what we are. The first missiona- 
ries who came among us—Seth Williston, Jedediah Bushnell, 
and Amasa Jerome, now in glory—were sent by New-England 
Missionary Societies, and as early as the year 1799. So that we, 
with all the world, owe something to New-England ; and we are 
not ashamed to acknowledge it, nor do we mean to forget it. Not 
that New-England needs any man’s patronage or praise. Her 
patron is on the throne, her glory God will guard. While, how- 
ever, we are indebted to other institutions, our heaviest debt is 
due to the Society whose anniversary has called us together. This 
Society fed us when too weak to feed ourselves, and even now 
scatters the morning manna about many a tent. And we mean 
to stand by it, for the best of all reasons, because it stood by us. 
To forsake the American Home Missionary Society, or even cleave 
to it with a divided heart, would seem like treason to the memory 
of our fathers; and as to rending it, we would as soon rend the 
shroud that wraps our dead. 


This allusion to the dead reminds us of that dispensation by 
which, during the year past, Western New-York and this Society 
have been both bereaved. Our honored and revered President, 
one of the founders of this Society, ever its fast friend, and who 
loved it unto the end, is with us no more. Henry Dwiaurt, the 
bearer of an illustrious name, which he received and transmitted 
untarnished, was a man of refinement and culture, of a sound 
judgment, a far-seeing eye, a conciliating spirit, and a heart true 
to Christ as the needle ‘to the north. Our brother and father 
died ‘in a good old age, an old man, and full of years, and was 
gathered unto his people.” The angel of the Lord found him 
sleeping in this world-wide prison-house, and said unto him: 
“Arise up quickly and follow me.” As the angel spoke, his fleshy 
fetters fell, and “the gate which leadeth unto the city opened 
unto him of his own accord.” To find him we have only to fol- 
low his footprints, and the same footprints will lead us to the 
Lamb. J/ere, our brother was a light on the headlands overlook- 
ing the sea of life; there, he is a star in one of the constellations 
which burn about the throne of God. 

In conclusion, let me say, that I never loved this Society better 
than to-night. It has done nothing for me to forgive. Of all our 
benevolent societies, it has always had the first place in my heart ; 
and that place it shall hold, until it changes its constitution, ig- 
nores its history, and denies itself. And is this the time to stand 
aloof, cast suspicious looks, and utter distrustful words? Now, 
when its work, and its responsibility, and its need, are greater 
than ever, shall we tie its Lands, muzzle its mouth, and repress 





UNITY, PEACE, AND BLESSEDNESS. 179 


the pulsations of its mighty heart? Let us rally around our own 
Home Missionary Society, yield it a heartier support, give it a 
larger income, and thus enable it to fulfill its threefold mission— 
bless the people, save the republic, and welcome the coming 
generation to a land of light, and love, and liberty, and life—a 
land whose walls shall be salvation, and whose gates shall be 
praise, Gop HER GLORY, THE LorD HER EVERLASTING LIGHT. 





SERMON XVII. 


BY THE REV. C. VAN RENSSELAER, D.D., 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 


UNITY, PEACE, AND BLESSEDNESS.* 


“Be of one mind; live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with 
you.”—2 Cor. 13; 11. 


Unrry, peace, and blessedness are the three thoughts which 
shine forth from the text, in the blended rays of divine truth. 


May the Head of the Church help us to speak and to hear to the 
glory of his name. 


I. “ Be of one mind.” Be unanimous in your general views 
of religion. So this part of the text may be interpreted. Let 
there be no division among us in regard to Bible doctrine, 
Christian experience, or religious duty. 

1. Doctrines are the glory of revelation. When sin had smitten 
with death the souls of our original parents, the dawn of the first 
promise of a Redeemer came to the world, with the joy of angels, 
and with hope to lost men. The atonement of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is revelations, substance, and glory. As our blessed Lord 
was born and ascended to heaven again, with the retinue of wit- 
nessing and glorifying angels, so his atonement upon the cross re- 
ceives the homage of all the promises, prophecies, and providences 
of unfolding redemption. ; sen promise in the darkness of the 
old dispensation, twinkled with the God-light of Jesus Christ. 
The prophecies, like attending guards, relieved each other with 
renewed strength to watch over the advent of the Son of man. 


* A sermon preached at the opening of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, in the First Presbyterian Church, New-Orleans, May 6th, 1858. By the Rev. 
C. VAN RENSSELAER, D.D., the last Moderator. 
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All the providences were the demonstrations of God’s ceaseless care 
of his truth, and were the perpetual memorials in the vista of 
ages of the great principles of salvation. Doctrine is the basis of 
the temple, which goes up with the shoutings of “ grace unto it.” 
The truth makes free. The trath is the instrument of sanc- 
tification. The truth establishes the soul, by divine grace, 
in its new life of love and joy and peace. Doctrines are essen- 
tial in-born characteristics of the plan of salvation. They 
are the mountain ranges which traverse the system of the world 
of grace; whose solid strata are old as the eternal ages; from 
whose sides flow down rills and rivers to gladden the earth ; and 
whose peaks lift up their heads to the skies, in the grandeur and - 
mystery of heights inaccessible. Let all who depreciate doctrine, 
acknowledge their want of sympathy with God. Truth and love 
are the majesty of his throne. “The word of the Lord endureth 
forever.” God “has set his glory above the heavens,” but never 
above his law. is word is the reflection of his own nature, per- 
fect, glorious, and everlasting. 

The Church ought to be unanimous in regard to the nature ot 
Christian doctrines. The crucifixion of the Son of God, as an 
atoning sacrifice for sin, is the representative doctrine in the 
scheme of grace. Oh! what a sight to the universe is Christ on 
the cross! Incarnate Deity was crucified! Rocks rending, the 
vail broken in twain, the sun darkened, the earth quaking, the 
dead arising—these ‘are sympathizing testimonials to the great 
moral phenomena of sin overcome, Satan vanquished, mercy tri- 
umphant, and heaven opened to a rebellious race. The churches 
of the Reformation enjoyed a substantial unity of belief. The 
doctrines of original sin, total depravity, regeneration by the 
Spirit, justification by faith, electing love and persevering grace, 
resurrection from the dead, and eternal retribution in heaven or 
hell, received universal homage. The world never loved these 
doctrines, and never will love them. Error tampers with them, 
ignorance misrepresents them, depravity rejects them ; but out of 
every trial they come forth bright with intenser purity; out of 
every condemnation vindicated with higher honor; out of every 
conflict triumphant with greater victories. 

The Church of God should guard these holy doctrines with a 
holy vigilance. Be of one mind, brethren, as to the importance 
and value of creeds and confessions. The ingenuity of perverse 
interpretation is unwilling to submit to tests which expose its ob- 
ject. Creeds are by some declared to be hostile to freedom of in- 

‘quiry, and to liberty of conscience; by others they are received 
for “substance of doctrine,” or for shadow of truth. No wonder 
that errorists dread them. Confessions of faith framed from the 
Bible, search out heresy with the mighty power of discerning and 
uncompromising orthodoxy. Honest creeds explain the word of 
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God ; hold it forth with terrible discrimination to alienated minds ; 
form a bond of union among the intelligent and pious, and tend 
to keep out invaders from the holy hill of Zion. 

Let us “be of one mind” in preaching and teaching these doc- 
trines of salvation. The Prelbyention Church has been truly 
characterized as a doctrine-loving Church. Doctrine is the basis 
of effectual instruction. Exhortation, good in its place, degener- 
ates into sound when unaccompanied by appeals to the under- 
standing. Moral essays and philosophical s eculations are disin- 
genuous substitutes. God moves the heart through the mind ; and 
the mind through the truth. Doctrine must be preached and 
taught with zeal and earnestness, with passionate sensibility, in 
demonstration of the Spirit and with power. It must be taught, 
not only in the public preaching, but in the forms of the Cate- 
chism—cf the renowned Catechism of the Westminster Assembly 
—a Catechism which boldly, simply, expressively conveys the 
sublimest truths of God to the minds of children and youth. It is 
the religious master-work of question and answer. Through di- 
vine grace, it has catechised many a soul into the gates of heaven ; 
and its very echoes, sent back to the earth, urge to perseverance 
in the “good old way” of teaching sinners to “ glorify God and 
enjoy him forever.” 

Brethren, “be of one mind” in magnifying the importance ot 
doctrine, in receiving the old doctrines of the Bible, in guarding 
those doctrines by creeds and confessions, and in preaching anc 
teaching them with all zeal and fidelity in approved forms, “ till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto perfect men, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ.” : 

2. Again, unity in regard to views of Christian experience is of 
the utmost consequence to the Church. Truth is promotive of 
godliness. Those who are favored with purity of doctrine. are 
bound to hold it in purity of life. Orthodoxy is associated in dull 
and inimical minds with want of spiritual devotion; whereas the 
true knowledge of God is the natural and spiritual antecedent of holi- 
ness. God himself is infinite in knowledge and infinite in holiness. 

Christian experience has its origin in the power of the Holy 
Ghost. “Be ye of one mind,” brethren, in reference to the true 
source of spiritual life in our fallen nature. Error imperils im- 
mortality. God alone can give life to the “ dead in trespasses and 
in sins.” “Which were born not of blood”’—what has human 
genealogy and birthright to do with the heirship of heaven ? 
“ Which were born not of blood, nor of the will of the ape 7” how 
can the fleshly will of a fallen creature originate holy affections, 
since “that which is born of the flesh is flesh”? ‘“ Which were 
born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man ;” how can men accomplish for others that great change 

13 
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which they can not produce in their own souls? These three nega- 
tives exhaust all supposable cases of human instrumentality. The 
renewed nature does not have its source in any thing in our 
parents, who preceded us; in our own wills, which have no power 
to originate it; nor in the will of any other human creature, ne- 
cessarily and equally impotent. What then? What is the only 
other conceivable supposition? “ Which were born, not of the 
blood, not of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, Dut of 
God.” The only possible author of regeneration is God himself. 
And as the power is divine in its source, it is infinite in degree— 
“the working of a mighty power, which he wrought in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places.” It is the power which raised Christ 
from a human grave to the throne of the universe. Oh! let the 
Church ever be of one mind in ascribing the glory of conversion 
to the blessed Spirit of grace and might ! 

The work of grace is a progressive work in the experience of 
the saints. They “go on from strength tostrength.” They “grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus.” “ Not as 
though they were already perfect,” but they “ press toward the 
mark.” Behold the verdure of spring, how renewed life expands 
in the leaf and the bud, which grow up in gladness to their perfect 
form ; blown about, indeed, by rude winds and stormy rains, and 
yet nurtured into maturity by the invigorating roughness of ele- 
mental strife. So the Christian has growth in the implanted 
power of quickening grace. “ He is like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water.” ‘The inward struggles of his spiritual nature 
show his weakness, but develop his strength. The rage of prin- 
cipalities and powers ; the fierceness of natural lusts and passions, 
the temptations of the world in their ten thousand forms of search- 
ing, ceaseless, terrific exposure, only teach him how to live and 
stand and move and grow and act, to the praise of the riches of 
renewing and sanctifying grace. 

The evidences of conversion are in holy living. “ By their - 
fruits ye shall know them.” Let no man say: “ We have Abraham 
to our father.” Let no confidence be placed in Church organiza- 
tion, or in sacramental grace, or in outward rite, or in the form of 
sound words, or in visions and dreams, or in old experiences, or in 
mere external morality, or in the soothing judgment of flatterers 
and self-deceivers, or in enthusiastical frames of mind. The great 
test of conversion by the Spirit is in walking in the Spirit. “ For 
they that are after the flesh, do mind the things of the flesh ; and 
they that are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” “ For 
whom he did foreknow, them also he predestinated to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son.” Likeness to Jesus Christ is the 
great aim and result of the plan of redemption. The Church is to 
be presented to her Lord in the attire of spotless holiness ; changed 
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into his image here “from glory to glory,” she is in heaven to 
possess his perfect image “ face to face.” 

Vital piety should ever claim in the Church uniformity of mind. 
Take care that the Gospel be preached by faithful men. Take 
care that the Church receive into her communion, so far as human 
administration can secure it, true sons and daughters. Not num- 
bers ; not the mighty or the learned in fame, not the self-confident 
in character, but the poor in spirit, the children of penitence and 
faith, the broken-hearted, the baptized of God, the pure in heart 
and the holy in life—these constitute strength in the Church, these 
bring glory to the eternal King. Christian experience should 
ever preserve its true relation to Christian doctrine. Be of one 
mind, brethren, in regard to the source and nature and evidences 
of conversion, to the true meaning and power of religious experi- 
ence. 

3. Once more. “Be ye of one mind” in views of Christian 
duty ; be unanimous in advancing the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to the utmost of all capability, in the individual believer, 
and in organized church effort. Christianity first re-creates and 
then sends forth into service. It makes anew in order to set to do. 
The work of advancing the work of redemption is co-work with 
God. To help forward the kingdom of the Son of Man is to sym- 
pathize with his life of benevolence, his mediatorial sufferings, his 
exalted intercession, his universal dominion. ‘‘ He came to seek 
and save that which was lost ;” and it is the disciple’s privilege 
of dignity and opportunity of grace to rise up to the divine em- 
ployment of saving souls from death. 

Fathers and mothers of the Church, be ye unanimous in self- 
denying and persevering efforts, through divine grace, in impress- 
ing religion upon the minds of your children. Never can there 
be a substitute for household education. The family is the Church 
in the house. After the flood, God gave the bow as a pledge of 
perpetual seed-time and harvest, and he gave the covenant as the 
pledge and channel of salvation to the children of believers, until 
the harvest of the end of the world. The covenant with Abraham 
was a family covenant; and the divine promises, like the cover- 
ings of the tabernacle, curtain with miraculous texture the cradles 
of babes. Oh! said Richard Baxter, if parents did but do their duty 
to their children, few souls need be converted under the preaching 
of the word. 

The carrying of the truth to living men by the living ministry, 
is the divinely appointed method of public aggression upon the 
world lying in wickedness. And the Presbyterian Church, in 
divine Providence, is of one mind in doing this work in the name 
of the Church and under the authority of the Church. Bein 
absolutely unanimous in our views of the duty, and of the methods 
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evangelizing the world, what we lack is to press forward in our 
dlans. 
By the mercy of God, by the suffering and death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and by the wonderful effusions of the Holy Spirit, 
Go ye out, and possess the land, for ye be able to bear your part 
in the great militant service. During the year, three great events, 
in Providence, seem to be summoning the Church to renewed ac- 
tivity, as with voices from earth, from hell, and from heaven. 
First was witnessed what is called the financial crisis, when we 
beheld the world proclaiming calamity to worldly enterprise, and 
denouncing from her shrine her own worshipers. Satan, too, 
with a rage indicative of the last conflict, summons Moslem and 
Brahmin to do and to dare against the saints of the Most High. 
But hark! A voice from heaven declares that “ the tabernacle of 
God is with men.” ‘ Behold now is the accepted time, and now 
is the day of salvation.” “ Ministering spirits are sent forth to 
minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation.” Supplications 
ascend from household altars, from the marts of commerce, from 
halls of promiscuous assemblies, from Zion’s holy sanctuaries. The 
windows of mercy are opened, and men out of every age of life, 
and every profession of pursuit, turn to the Lord with songs and 
everlasting joy. 
These events of Providence reiiffirm, with divine authority, the 
reat commission: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
ospel to every creature.” Let us work in sympathy with the 
times and the seasons. Let us, with one mind, press, to the full 
capacity of well-doing, all our Church instrumentalities for the 
spread of the Gospel. Let education, domestic and foreign mis- 
sions, publication, and church extension pursue their world-con- 
uering aspirations, in connection with all other private and pub- 
lic methods of salvation, until there shall be an in-gathering, 
shadowed forth, indeed, by the present awakening in the int 
but whose power, mightier in the degree of gracious display and 
grandeur in the extension of its scenes to every continent, shall’ 
bring forth resounding praises in full exulting unity with the ever- 
lasting song, “ Unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb forever.” 


“ Be ye of one mind” respecting doctrine, religious experience, 
and Christian duty. 


Il. “ Live in Peace.”—This is the second injunction of the text. 
Living in peace is a true correlative of being of one mind. Spi- 
ritual congeniality of feeling sweetly accompanies agreement in 
sentiment. Heart unanimity is a glorious form of religious one- 
ness. Having caught some glances of mental unity in the sub- 
limity of its heights, let our eyes rest upon the meadow-land of 
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eace, watered with its quiet stream, and rich with the loving 
andscape of the wisdom and goodness of God. 

“Be ye of one mind; tive in peace.” Religion is “ first pure, 
then peaceable.” 

1. The nature of the peace recommended includes love to our 
brethren in Christ, and good will toward all men. “Seeing ye 
have purified your souls in obeying the truth, through the Spirit, 
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another, 
with a pure heart, fervently.” To live in peace, is to love the 
saints of Christ. Our blessed Lord laid great emphasis upon the 
kind treatment of every soul redeemed by his blood. “ Verily, I 
say unto you, inasmuch as you have done it unto the least of these, 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Hence the urgency of 
the injunctions: “ Be kindly affectioned one to another, in honor 
preferring one another.” “ Let brotherly love continue.” ‘ Love 
as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous.” Yea, we are even com- 
manded to “lay down our lives for the brethren.” All who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and in truth, have claims to our 
brotherly regard, to our religious sympathies, to our self-denyin 
deeds, and, of course, to a life of peace in our intercourse with an 
conduct towards them. 

Good will towards all men is also an element of a life of peace. 
True benevolence of heart seeks the good of others and never their 
harm. “As much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” 
*‘T say unto you, love your enemies; bless them that curse you; 
do good to them that hate you; and pray for them that despite- 
fully use you and persecute you.” 

A disposition, therefore, to love as brethren those who bear the 
image of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to cultivate benevolence and 
good will toward all men, is an effectual guarantee of a life of 
peace. This disposition is contrary to our natural temperament ; 
but when acquired and nurtured, peace follows in its train, and 
glory from above goes before it. 

2. The obligations to peace are manifest and manifold. 

(1.) Peace is the fruit of the Spirit. ‘We have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren.” The Holy Spirit 
is the author of all spiritual loveliness, and adds “to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity.” “Ye 
yourselves are taught of God to love one another.” 

(2.) The good of the Church is another of the obligations to live 
in peace. ‘ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity ;” it is good in itself, and it is a pleasant 
and commendatory exhibition of the power of the Gospel. The 
Church suffers immeasurably by needless and sinful controversies. 
The controversies in our own Church, in past years, however ne- 
cessary on the side of righteousness, produced much serious injury. 
Division in the Corinthian Church impaired its early glory. Con- 





186 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


tentions end in every evil word and work, while peace brings 
honor and power into the gates of Zion. 

(3.) The happiness of the individual is an obligation to live 
peaceably. e stirrer-up of strife among brethren is first a mur- 
derer and then commits suicide. ‘He destroys his own peace of 
mind in his work of injuring others. Deadly and tormenting are 
hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, strife. How widely different 
is the peacemaker! ‘ Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the children of God.” t 

(4.) A regard for the salvation of others is an obligation to live 
a life of peace. Much evil is done to thousands who are without, 
by unamiable exhibitions of spirit, and by a persistence of contro- 
versial inclinations, which savor not of the things that be Christ’s. 
Many a controversy has turned away hearers from the instructions 
of the sanctuary, and thus incidentally, and at times more directly, 
has tended to their perdition. Oh! let us “have peace with one 
another,” if we would foster the highest influences in winning sin- 
ners from the error of their ways. 

(5.) The heavenly state shows the obligations to a life of peace. 
No angel in glory disturbs the harmony of the heavenly abode ; 
no saint in light provokes discord among the perfect ones in 


Christ Jesus. The spirit and the conduct of all the holy in glory 
persuade to peace the children of our erring race. 


In view of such and so many obligations, let us endeavor, 
brethren, to “follow peace with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord.” 

3. The manifestations of peace in our lives may be briefly illus- 
trated in reference to our own Church, and in its relation to other 
churches. Jn our own Church, the manifestations of peace con- 
sist, in part, in a kind and conciliatory treatment of all sectional 
questions. Few strifes are more violent than those of this charac- 
ter; nor is the Church free from them. The mighty torrent of 

olitical agitation, which has its periodical seasons of high over- 

ow, sometimes crevasses inundation into the rich and cultivated 
possessions of the Church. But instead of contention, such a crisis 
demands harmony. All Christians must learn to bear and forbear 
with one another. Fortunately for the Presbyterian Church, the 
world has not only witnessed a mutual forbearance in different 
sections of our country, on one of the most divisive of all sectional 
questions, but also a substantial agreement in the principles which 
underlie the whole subject. Whilst other parts of the Christian 
Church have dissevered connection with each other in fearful 
scenes of hostile discussions and of harsh acts, the Presbyterian 
Church has been enabled, by the grace of God, to preserve peace 
in her General Assemblies by a series of deliverances, which, 
taken as a whole, will command eventually the admiration of the 
Christian world. The meeting of our body in this great city of 
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the South-West, the capital of the first slave territory acquired by 
the United States, is itself a telegraph to the whole country of the 
peace which prevails among Old School Presbyterians. At a 
np of intense general excitement throughout the land, it may 

e affirmed in advance, that on whatever other questions divisions 
of sentiment may arise in this body, its peace can not be inter- 
rupted by discussions on this one. And the reason is, not that 
the General Assembly ever has, or ever will, compromise princi- 
ple before God or man, but because its deliverances have been 
made in the light of Scriptural truth ; received, perhaps, with some 
shades of difference, but acquiesced in and acted upon in the 
spirit of Christian moderation. May God enable our beloved 
Church ever to hold forth and maintain the principles of Christ in 
regard to all moral and religious questions, and exhibit the graces 
and glory of a life of peace by preaching the Gospel to all classes 
in the community, white or black, high or low, bond or free, 
Anglo-Saxon, French, German, Irish, or African ! 

Another mode in which peace may be exhibited, consists in 
avoiding the dangers arising from parties formed in admiration of 
men. Although the idea of leadership is foreign to the principles 
of a Church which recognizes, in her public bodies, an entire 
parity among both ministers and ruling elders, yet intellect will 
always receive homage. There is, perhaps, a tendency to honor 
genius above its real aims or claims; and one of the dangers of 
the Church has always consisted in divisions growing out of the 
transcendent influence of the intellectually gifted. The general 
sentiment of the Presbyterian Church is so thoroughly and emi- 
nently conservative, that no serious troubles are now apprehended 
from this quarter. Our most influential men, fortunately, possess, 
at the present time, the confidénce of the whole Church; but if 
we would avoid trouble and live in peace, it. is wise not to enlist 
under the banner of men. Whilst “one says, I am of Panl, and 
another of Apollos, and another of Cephas, is not Christ divided ?” - 

A life of peace may be further manifested in the Church in our 
personal intercourse with our brethren. Happy is he who lives 
with prayer on his lips and with love in his heart! Oh! how lovely 
is a loving man! Sense infirmity often sins against fraternal 
intercourse ; sometimes by omission, sometimes by commission, 
sometimes without premeditation, sometimes by a form of lan- 
guage, which gives rise to an unintended interpretation, and some- 
times, alas! by a willful outbreak of anger, followed by a sad ex- 
perience of penitence and mourning. 

Fathers and brethren! May the manifestations of peace in 
these and in all other respects, show our prevalent desire to serve 
God in all sincerity, wisdom, and meckness, and may the world 
say of us, with an admiration compelled by our peaceful lives: 
“ Behold how these Christians love one another.” 
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The manifestations of peace in our relations to other churches 
may be shown in two particulars; by avoiding a too ambitious or 
aagpene 3 display of our own denominational peculiarities, and 

y avoiding unnecessary controversy about the peculiarities of 
other denominations. 

1. Presbyterians, so far as I am aware—although being one of 
them, not therefore an impartial witness—but so far as I am 
aware, Presbyterians are not specially obnoxious in the commu: 
nity for the exclusiveness of their religious claims. They, indeed, 
love their own Church, as a dutiful child loves a precious mother, 
who has nursed with tenderness, consecrated to God with faith, 
and trained up for heaven with zeal. But Presbyterians love all 
other evangelical churches—all “mothers in Israel”—to what- 
ever tribe in the true commonwealth they belong. It is sufficient, 
and, we hope, not too much, to say that Presbyterians do not 
unchurch other denominations; that they always recognize as 
brethren the ministers of other Christian churches, and that they 
have never exalted either the Lord’s Supper or Baptism into the 
necessary means of true access to God on the part of the penitent 
believer. At the same time, it can not be affirmed that Presby- 
terians are never guilty of pressing some of their denominational 
peculiarities too far. Perhaps at times we may all have trans- 
gressed in this particular. At least there is danger of it. Let us 
be on our guard, and not give unnecessary offense to other 
churches, but endeavor to “live in peace” with all our brethren. 

Another temptation in our relation to other churches, is wn- 
necessary ecclesiastical controversy with them. Let me not be mis- 
understood. There are times and seasons when it is the duty of 
Christians to follow controversy, to resist error, to “ contend earn- 
estly for the faith.” Praise be to the God of Zion for the cham- 
pions whom he raised up in periods of danger to protect our ban- 
ner upon the ramparts. Yes, brethren, there is a time to fight; 
we have all seen that day, and may live to see it again. But there 
is too much controversy ; there isatime for peace. Although we 
may not agree with the denominational peculiarities of other 
churches, it becomes us to cultivate their fraternal intercourse. 
When controversy is forced upon us, it, of course, can not be 
avoided ; but we may so live as to disarm controversy of much of 
its offensive and aggressive power. Above all, our Church need 
not contend with other churches in regard to externals, which do 
not necessarily involve error of doctrine. For example, an Epis- 
copalian may hold to the Apostolic succession, as Cranmer did, in 
a sense that dees not exclude the acknowledgment of the ministry 
of all evangelical churches, or may defend the rite of confirma- 
tion on grounds perfectly consistent with religious toleration. 
Other points might be specified. The principle of peace is for all 
churches to endeavor to hold the peculiarities of their own in- 
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alienable liberty in a way that does not encroach — the liberty 
of others. It is preposterous for Christians to be always contend- 
ing with each other, even although they differ on important doc- 
trines. Not unfrequently the best policy is to let a controversialist 
alone. The best way to make him a peaceful man, is to let him 
weary himself with brandishing his weapons in the air. As a 
common thing, it is believed that a disposition to controversy is 
not favorable to the character of any church. The Scriptural 
rule is: “Let your moderation be known unto all men.” The 
nature, obligations, and manifestations of peace enforce the wis- 
dom of this Bible requirement. 

May God give grace to his people to cultivate unanimity of 
Christian feeling. Let us all “pray for the peace of Jerusalem.” 
“For my brethren and companion’s sake, I will now say: ‘ Peace 


be with thee.’ ” 


“ Be of one mind ; live in peace, and the God of love and peace 
will be with you.” 


III. First Unity ; then Peace; then Blessedness. “The God 
of love and peace shall be with you.” 

What a hopeful indication of the blessings that follow unity and 
peace is found in the very names here claimed by God! He is 


the God “of love and peace.” The Head of the Church ~ ro- 


priates to himself a character that insures the prosperity of all his 

creatures who possess the same moral attributes. 
‘ God is the God of “love and peace.” Love goes with “ peace ;” 
and he is called the God of peace, first, because he is the source 
of all peace. He is the only, the all-sufficient, and the inexhausti- 
ble source of peace to angels throughout the universe, to the saints 
made perfect in light, and to human beings upon the earth. 
Secondly, God is the God of peace, because he alone secures peace 
to any of his creatures. As he is its source, so he is the author of 
it in others, wherever it is found. He vriginates it in created 
mind, and cultivates it, and preserves it as * the prince of peace.” 
And, thirdly, he is the God of peace, because he takes infinite de- 
light in its exhibitions among all who serve him on earth or in 
heaven. 

“ And the God of love and peace shall Be wirn you.” 

1. He will bless his Church with the indwelling of his Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit delights to abide with them who love one an- 
other. “The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that 
make peace.” The cultivation of the graces of religion is impeded 
by divisions; “ for where envy and strife is, there is confusion and 
every evil work.” The Spirit has often been grieved away by the 
absence of love among brethren. He has been quenched in the 
hearts of individual believers, in the circle of the household, and 
in the sanctuary of the Most High. Oh! how often have revivals of 
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religion been hindered or arrested by some rising jealousy or dis- 
affection or disagreement! How often have meetings of Presby- 
teries and Synods and General Assemblies been deprived of the 
presence and grace of the Holy Spirit, by ill-tempered zeal and 
unfraternal conduct! If we would enjoy the presence of the God 
of grace, we must “ endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” “Then shall thy light break forth as the morn- 
ing, and thy health shall spring forth speedily.” ‘ Moreover, the 
light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of 
the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the da 
that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people and healeth the 
stroke of their wound.” . 

2. Again, “the God of love and peace will be with you,” to 
enlarge the — of the Church in his providence. The 
Church makes the greatest progress in times of inward peace. 
When all her members love one another, see eye to eye, and work 
hand to hand; when prayer and supplication are united and fer- 
vent; when there is no division in doctrine or policy, and no 
alienation among her members, then her records show a power of 
advancement unknown to the evil times of discord. It is just 
twenty years since a number of our brethren organized a seces- 
sion from the General Assembly on principles deemed by them 
lawful. Since that period the Presbyterian Church (Old School) 
has enjoyed unity and peace, and her prosperity has been wonder- 
ful. Her 1200 ministers have become 2500; her 110,000 commu- 
nicants have become 250,000, and her 1600 churches have become 
3300. The Gospel has been preached by her in almost every 
State in the Union. Her domestic missionary operations are on a 
magnificent scale from North to South and from East to West. 
Her foreign missionary stations in India, China, Africa, and among 
the North-American Indians, show a world-reaching influence of 
evangelistic operations. Her academies, colleges, and theological 
seminaries every where testify to her enlightened zeal for educa- 
tion. God is emphatically enlarging her borders and strengthen- 
ing her stakes. ith continued unity and peace in our councils, 
our Church, which is the largest national Church in the land, will 
go onward with increasing prosperity to win souls to Christ, and 
bring nations to the obedience of the faith. “ Rejoice with Jeru- 
salem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her ;” “ for thus saith 
the Lord: Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the 
glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream.” ‘Peace be within 
thy walls and prosperity within thy palaces.” 

3. Once more: “The God of love and peace will be with his 
loving disciples, to crown them with salvation in his glory.” “The 
meek will he beautify with salvation.” The unity and peace of 
earth shall end in the large rewards of heaven. Our blessed Lord, 
in his last prayer, had in special view two things: the unity of 
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his Church in its estate below, and its glory in the world above ; 
“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they may also be one in us; that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me, I 
have given them ; that they may be one, even as we are one.... 
Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with 
me where I am, that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me.” 

Thus it is that unity and peace terminate with Christ’s glory in 
the bond of everlasting blessedness. 

Fathers and brethren of the General Assembly, I claim your 
indulgence before closing this discourse, whilst I appeal, in behalf 
of unity and peace, in the name of the faithful dead in Jesus 
Christ, who have gone to sleep since our meeting last year in 
Lexington. They ane done with all the labor, strifes, tempta- ” 
tions, cares of earth. They have gone up to “ the General Assem- 
bly and Church of the first-born, whose names are written in 
heaven.” The venerable form of Father Moody, saint-like and 
lamb-like, will never more bless his brethren among the springs of 
Pennsylvania. Auld, of Florida, gifted in mind and heart, and 
abundant in missionary labors, even to the overburdening of a 
frail frame; his body shall yet be full of vigor, and his crown 
wear the evergreen of heaven. Shannon, of Ohio, earnest in life, 
was no less earnest to depart and to dwell beside the river that 
makes glad the city of our God. Jinley, of Alabama, logical, 
candid, open-hearted, was wasted by disease, until his noble intel- 
lect became impaired ; but he recovered his reason in the very 
hour before his final departure, and soared away into fullness of 
light. Edmunds, of New-Jersey, youthfully energetic, with all 
the clothing of aged humility, went away in the vigor “ee 
into the land where work is no more toil. Dear Daniel Baker, 
of the lone star State, with his tongue of truth and heart of flame, 
shall no more preach Jesus on earth, either in the new or in the 
“ blessed old States ;” but hundreds of stars shall flash the light of 
Christ’s glory from his crown of rejoicing. Deruelle was struck 
down by the visitation of God in the woods of North-Carolina, 
like a towering pine riven by a thunder-bolt. Wylie, of Tennes- 
see, was wrapped away from these scenes of darkness in the holy 
mystery of a sorrowful and unsearchable Providence. Brown, 
descended from that noble spiritual ancestry of Virginia, which is 
loftier than the boast of worldly genealogy, has gone to the fel- 
lowship of “the first-born of every creature.” 

On Ganges’ banks, “where every prospect pleases, and only 
man is vile,” behold a company of beloved missionaries awaiting 
death with meek and undaunted spirit, before the double threaten- 
ings of Brahma’s vengeance and the false prophet’s curse. The 
serene dignity of the disciples of the Lord in the hour of danger, 
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exacts, as with the authority of their King, forbearance from the 
wonted personal indignities. The last prayer is offered from sub- 
missive and exultant hearts, and incense-like, it is wafted to 
heaven, whilst the dark smoke of murderous musketry palls the 
dead bodies of Freeman, and Campbell, and McMullin, and John- 
son. Blesssed followers of the martyred Stephen! Before ye 
“ fell asleep,” saw ye not “the heavens opened, and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God ?” 
All these ministers of the Church, with a score of others not less 
' faithful, who have died during the year, and whose memorials will 
survive the scrolling up of time, admonish all of us who remain, 
of our duty and our doom—of the divine contingencies, which in 
another year make as strange selections of death—unexpected 
— to the living, but by God’s grace made welcome to the 
ying. 
Fathers and brethren! know we not that these departed ser- 
vants of Christ, could they return to earth, would “seek peace and 
ursue it?” Oh! how the visions of heaven nurture unity and love ! 
oon our own earthly labors will end and we be laid in the grave, 
with guarded repose, until the resurrection. For us, pastoral re- 
lations, church sessions, Presbyteries, Synods, and General Assem- 
blies will very soon be no more. In the name of mortals ready to 
be transfigured into immortality, in the name of the spirits of just 
men made perfect, in the name of the Mediator of the new cove- 
nant, the Lord of all, “ whose blood speaks better things than the 
blood of Abel,” I beseech you to be united in the truth and to 
love one another. ‘Be of one mind, live in peace, and the God 
of love and peace shall be with you.” 





SERMON XVIII. 


BY THE LATE REV. R. S. STORRS DICKINSON. 





HOW CHRIST TAKES AWAY FEAR OF DEATH.* 


“Anp deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bond- 
age.”—HerB, 2: 15. 


In the first chapter of this Epistle to the Hebrews is set forth, 
in language of inspired and well-nigh awful sublimity, the supreme 
exaltation of Christ previous to his earthly advent. In the second 


* Sketch ‘of a sermon, for a memorial of the author, who died in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, August 28, 1856. 
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chapter are given the principal reasons why He who was so much 
superior to the angels, who was the very “Son” of God, the 
“brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his 
person,” left the throne of universal dominion, and, becoming a 
partaker of flesh and blood, was “ made perfect” as a “Saviour” 
“through suffering.” In that verse which has been chosen as our 
text, it 1s declared, that one end he desired and designed to accom- 
plish, was the removal from the human mind of its apprehensions, 
its dread of temporal death. He came “to deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 

The way in which Christ takes ~—- fear of death is plain, and 
(praised be his name) it is effectual. He does it simply by makin 
application, through the agency of his Spirit, to the fndividaal 
soul of the truths about death which he came to reveal. 

We begin with one which seems to have a remote bearing and 
a minor influence; and yet it is indispensable (to a complete view 
of the subject) that we keep it in mind. 

1. Christ teaches us that ‘heath ts not the end of our being. 

Before man is taught this by his Redeemer, a painful doubt 
lingers upon the point. We find, it is true, some intimations of 
such a doctrine in the material world—such as the reproduction 
of life out of change and decay, and the passage of the creeping 
worm, through a crysalis state, into the form of a winged fly; but 
how slight a foundation do such facts independently afford whereon 
to base the great truth that our souls are immortal ! 

These aspirations and longings within us, are vastly stronger 

roof, and yet they seem designed to meet and respond to a reve- 
ation upon the topic, rather than to be a revelation themselves, 

No! Nature and the human mind are not competent alone to 
establish our faith in regard to this point. They were not in the 
golden age of Grecian learning and culture—they would not be 
now. And yet it is a matter which, if left in uncertainty, must 
produce anxiety and distress in the soul. Who can bear fora 
moment the thought of terminating forever his existence, like the 
insect of an hour? Possessing, as we do, the ideas of time inde- 
finitely extended—of futurity—how the mind shrinks back from 
the thought of being entirely cut off from participation in its 
coming history, its activities, yea, all its untried scenes! What 
dense gloom envelops the very idea of the annihilation of the 
spirit at death —the possibility of its descent into the abyss of 
nothingness, from which it never, never may return, while the end- 
less ages of eternity are passing ! 

But to banish even the thought of such a result from the human 
mind, to remove its last dismal doubt, our Redeemer brings “life 
and immortality to light in the gospel.” He teaches us to look at 
this earthly career as only the first brief stage of our existence, 
and to regard death as the narrow gateway, so to speak, through 
which the soul passes into the limitless future beyond. 
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And, thus far, we are all eager to be instructed by him. We 
find our souls instinctively reaching out after this his precious, 
glorious truth. We strive more and more to comprehend it, we 
feel that we are ennobled by it, we rejoice in it, and, for the time, 
forget our dread of death. 

2. Christ teaches us that the soul does not wait in the grave for the 
resurrection of the body. 

No one, in a Christian land, after a moment’s reflection, would 
admit that he had ever distinctly and consciously entertained the 
thought of the spirit’s continued union with the body after death. 
And yet there are modes of speech in common use which would 
almost imply such a belief. It is not unusual to hear the remark, 
“This person,-or that, lies here or there,” as if all that constituted 
the personality of the individual was buried there beneath the 
ground, Weare so accustomed to connect our recollections of a 
friend, or any known individual, with the earthly tabernacle in 
which his spirit abode, that we are obliged to reflect and reason 
upon the subject, before we become habituated to separate them 
in our thoughts. Our minds involuntarily revert to the form, the 
countenance, the expression of the eye, the tones of the voice 
with its verbal utterance, because it was through them alone that 
we had our knowledge of the mind, character, and disposition of 
that friend. Hence memory often turns to the place of burial, 
rather than to another state of being. But as it certainly would 
be a most gloomy belief to know that the grave was indeed even 
the temporary prison-house of the spirit, so the mere tendency to 
such an idea has a painful effect upon the mind. Very many per- 
sons are oppressed and harassed by a dread of the grave simply. 
It is so deep, and dark, and silent, that they shrink from it. But 
Christ teaches us how to put away this fear, by declaring, that 
while “the dust returns to the earth as it was, the spirit returns unto 
God who gave it.” ‘To the penitent thief he said: “ Verily, I say 
unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Thus the 
Redeemer, in his love and tenderness, leads away our thoughts 
from the sepulcher. He would have us look far above and beyond 
it to the vast future. We have it in our power, if we will, to 
fasten the mind upon the repulsiveness of the grave, until the 
mind is depressed even into a state of morbid fear; but he who 
does so, sets himself against all the kind endeavors of the Saviour 
to divert his contemplations into a higher and a hopeful and de- 
lightful channel. Indeed, he has made it our duty to think always 
of the forms of the departed as resting in absolute unconscious- 
ness, insensible to every change or event that transpires, while 
their souls are more active in another state of existence than they 
had ever previously been. At the same time, we are not taught 
of Christ to care nothing for the lifeless body. We may, with the 
view just referred to, still consistently care for it. The doctrine 
of the resurrection clothes it with a real interest. Though we 
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know that “ flesh and blood can not inherit thé kingdom of God,” 
and, therefore, need not conclude that the material particles there- 
of will all be raised previous to the judgment; yet we are clearly 
taught that out from that very form which is laid in the grave, 
shall come that spiritual body like unto Christ’s body. And the 
fact that there is such a connection between this one now turning 
to dust, and that which is yet to be, makes the place of burial a 
hallowed spot. Respect, reverence, or affection, if they were sin- 
cerely felt for the departed while they were yet living, will spon- 
taneously manifest themselves by a peculiar regard for the place 
where their bodies sleep, now that they are gone. 

And yet, lest such a sentiment should be unduly cherished, and 
through affection the grave itself occupy too large a place in our 
minds, Christ often puts natural and insurmountable obstacles in 
our way. As the Lord buried the body of Moses, and told no 
man of the place of his sepulcher, lest it should become a center 
whither idolatrous pilgrimages would be made by his chosen 
people through all time; so, in a similar manner, is he constantly 
reminding us that it matters little in what place the spirit’s earthly 
tenement moulders. He would have us remember that the body 
is his charge and not ours; that his veracity is pledged to keep 
it, and that he will keep it against the great day of the resurrec- 
tion. Our natural sensibilities have a strong preference in certain 
cases. We perhaps begrudge the deep sea its treasures, when it 
gathers into its bosom the forms that we would fain snatch from 
its embrace, and deposit in a more congenial place. But to the 
eye of Omniscience, is it not all one whether the body is laid aside 
among those who will pay to it offices of respect, or whether it be 
as when the lost adventurer lies down to die alone in some primeval 
forest, or amid polar frost and cold, or yet again, whether the 
familiar form rests upon ocean’s bed, with countless others of all 
the generations and of all lands; yea, with the forms of many of 
our missionary brethren, and a multitude who were the peculiar 
friends of God? 

But enough has been said to show how Christ spoils the grave 
of its terrors. What thanks do we owe him, then, for his efforts 
to disengage our thoughts from that dark abode of the body. 
And may grace be given us in our last hour, to leave this frail 
tabernacle, without fear, in his hands; to say, in prospect of its 
being brought forth at the end of time renewed and made im- 
mortal : 

“God, my Redeemer, lives, 
And often from the skies 


Looks down and watches all my dust, 
Till he shall bid it rise.” 


8. Christ takes away our fear of death, by teaching us, if we are will- 
tng to be taught of him, how we may meet our Maker without fear in 
the great day when he will judge the world. 
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This latter fear has much to do with the former. We can not 
say that it is its sole cause, for the apprehensions already referred 
to combine with it; and yet a feeling of uncertainty as regards 
the possible issue of such a meeting, constitutes the main substance 
of man’s universal dread of death. There is a consciousness of 
sin in every mind. We do not need to be told that there is that 
within us which is at variance with the character of God—which 
oe us in opposition to his moral perfections, his rectitude, and 

is holiness. His benevolence convicts us of selfishness. The 
very thought of his purity rebukes the evil desires of our hearts. 
And not only so, but we are reminded continually that, as subjects 
of the divine government, placed under a perfectly just and holy 
law, we are by countless acts of disobedience guilty in his sight. 

So soon, then, as we think of passing from earth, to render an 
account of our stewardship at the bar of God, we ‘are filled with 
apprehensions—yes, with error at the thought. We cry out, with 
his servant of old; “ He shall sit asa refiner and purifier of silver. 
He is like a refiner’s fire,” “‘and who may abide the day of his 
coming ?” 

And it is in this hour of our extremity that Christ draws near to 
proffer us forgiveness and acceptance with God, on condition of 
our sincere repentance and appropriation by faith of the sufficient 
merit of his atonement. He holds out to us a. righteousness, in 
which we may clothe ourselves and stand acquitted before God— 
a righteousness that at once, while we are yet here upon earth, 
takes away all condemnation, and purifies the soul in preparation 
for a perfectly holy heaven. 

It may be that some one in this house, who has not tested this 
matter for himself, is inclined to doubt whether there be sufficient 
—— in so simple an arrangement to take away the fear of 

eath. 

Let me, for the sake of placing the subject in a still clearer light, 
propose to such an individual a single inquiry: believing, as we trust 
you do, in the existence of God—the God of the Scriptures—would 
it not take away all your fear of death if you knew certainly that that 
God was indeed your friend, and that all his power and his benevo- 
_ lence would be enlisted in te behalf to conduct you safely 

through the experience of a change of state, and to pronounce you 
his friend before the assembled universe? If you had not the 
least doubt of this, could you fear death? But this is precisely 
the end which Christ aims to secure for every believer through 
the (iospel. His whole endeavor is to reconcile us toGod, and to 
make us feel that God zs our friend so soon as we begin to obey 
him, and that he will be our friend in death, and at the judgment. 
He seeks to implant and to cherish in every heart such a confiding 
affection for him, that it can say: “Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, 1 will fear no evil, for thou art with 
me ; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.” 





